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NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD

We will hear this beautiful promise from the Lord in our Epistle reading the last Sunday in July. It comes
from Romans 8:38-39. “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The message is plain and emphatic: Nothing can ever sepa-
rate us from the love of God!

This promise, however often seems contrary to our actual life experience. When we are beset by grief, de-
pression, poverty, loneliness, unjust criticism, slander, illness, disability, or any other of the numerous trou-
bles that can come our way, it is easy for us to feel like we have been cut off from God's love.

Even so, God still assures us that this is not the case! He still loves us. He still remembers us. He still knows
all our pains and sorrows and needs. He still has compassion for us. He still desires to strengthen us and see
us through the tough times. He still intends to cause all our troubles to work out somehow for our blessing.
Remember that other precious promise from verse 28. “We know that, for those who love God, He works all
things together for good.”

God simply has not revealed every single detail of His plan for our earthly pilgrimages. He has not written
down for us the precise reasons for every problem He permits. It is our place as God's trusting children to
wait for Him to work things out in His good timing and manner, all the while confident that His love for us
remains undiminished.

After all, the undeniable proof of God's love is ever before us in the cross of our Lord Jesus. God's love for us
is so great that He did not spare His own beloved Son, but gave Him up into death for us all! (8:32) Our lov-
ing God did this, not because we deserve it, but just because He loves us — because He wanted to save us from
our worst troubles of all: sin, death, and hell. And He did save us! In Christ, God gave us forgiveness, ever-
lasting life, and a place reserved in His heavenly kingdom. What more could He do to demonstrate His un-
failing love?

So hang on to God's promise, even when the things going on in your life might appear to contradict it. For
nothing — absolutely nothing — is more sure than the word of our faithful God! And He says nothing can sepa-
rate us from His love!

- Pastor Bishop




Matthew

John

Chrigtian

Education

Sunday School
Perfect Attendance

May 2026

Nursey/Pre-School/
Kindergarten
Colette Hill
Ben Lines
Adam Lingenfelter

1st/2nd/3rd Grades
Keturah Harley
Roman Harley
Daniel Lines
Ryan Lines

JULY
BIRTH-

July 1
Mike Ashbaker

July 2

Maxton Montgomery

July 3

Jane Heberer
Ethan Sego
Morgan Sego

July 5

Vincent Ruder
Michael Sipka
Cody Watson

July 7
Matthew Lappie

Thomas Lappie
Elliot Nelson

July 09
Judy Nizzia
Eileen Tiona

July 10
Kay Aulenbach

Gavin Ruder

July 11
Donald Dobbelaire

July 12

Courtney
Dobbelaire
Austin Pool
Brycen Warenburg
Rachel Wooden

July 13

Jamie Gaitros

July 15
Christopher Miller

Elizabeth Sayles
Eric Smith
Susan Wertz

July 16
Joe Szadkowski

Robert Thompson

July 17
Jeffery Jackson

Ashleigh Kelley
Mason Schoch
Michael Wilson

July 18

Kenna Donovan
Brendan Hillman

July 20

Julia McCammon

July 22

Isabelle Anderson
Daden Ruder

July 23
Alida Calhoun

Valerie Dobbelaire
Adryan Edmiston

July 24
Daniel Heisel

uly 2
Daniel McClure
Christy Watson
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July 18 August 07
Paul & Jamie Driskell | Allison Hatley
July 19 August 08
Jeffrey & Angela Shirley Gentry
Theleritis Avery Theleritis
July 20 August 09
George & Tammi Susan Vastetling
Andrae
Chris & Shelly Bitner August 10
Addie Burling
July 21 Randy Knussman
Martin & Sheila Lillie Martin
Matthews
Ryan & Joy Rusk August 11
Velma Widby
July 26
Tim & Ashley August 12
Chambliss Susan Jackson
July 27 August 13
Shane & Jami Beeney | Elyse Hopping
Steve Kesselmayer
Asher Pawelczak
AUGUST
@ I August 15
Benjamin Becker
Aueust 1 *. James Lonergan
Jane Hawkins w Aucust 16
Deanna Bishop
August 2 Patrick Flatley
Sarah Calhoun Sierra Pool
Robert Houge
Alexander Vasterling | 4 0 qa
Jennifer Rosa Hinkley
August 3 . Ben Rahn, Jr.
Alan Gudzinskas Bill Rife
David Miller
Amanda Wertz August 19
Rhonda Lappie
&th.“ Sandra Tennell
Shelly Bitner
Nan.cy DrQCkelman Ausust 21
Robin Smith Noah Kesselmayer
Ausust 6 Angela Theleritis
Melvyn Gentry August 22
Shelby Gruden mhbaker




August Birthdays
(cont’d)

August 23
Mariliee Gregory

Heath Norman

August 25
Dan Englebright

Marlana Montgomery

August 26
Julianna Johnson

Beverly Wieland

August 27

Faye Kesselmayer
Casey Watson

August 29
Khloe Owsley

Jeffrey Theleritis

August 10
Eric & Allison Harley

August 11
Shane & Jennifer Decker

Steve Depew/Liuda Fil-
bert

August 12
Curtis & Pamela

Woolsey

August 17
James & Joyce

Lonergan

August 21
Trent & Carrie

Schmidgall

August 23
Thomas & Rhonda Lap-

pie

AUGUST
ANNIVERSARIES

August 01
Thomas & Ertin

Theleritis

August 04
David & Karen

McCammon

August 06
Rev. Daniel & Deanna

Bishop

August 07
Robin & Cindy Smith

August 08
Richard & Dianne

Lohnes

August 09
Steven & Faye

Kesselmayer
Adam & Rebecca
Miller

August 26
J. Scott & Jennifer

Rosa Hinkley
Trevor & Ellie Shaw

August 30
Brian & Annette Ford

PARISH NOTES I

Church Attendance

Services
May 2026 583 13
May 2025 467 13
May 2024 478 13

Sunday School
Attendance

Thru May 2026:
Thru May 2025:
Thru May 2024:

667
578
618

Acolytes—July

July 5

10:30 Silas Gould

July 12

10:30 Aiden Harms

July 19

10:30 Kenna Donovan

July 26

10:30 Silas Gould

Acolytes—August

Aiden Harms

Kenna Donovan

Silas Gould

Aiden Harms

Kenna Donovan

Elders Communion

Assistance
July

July 5

8:00 Vince Tennell
10:30 Jon Bolt
July 19

8:00 Dan Dobbelaire
10:30 Brian Ford

August

Aug 2

8:00 Dave Drockelman
10:30 Ross Gould
Aug 16

8:00 Dan Dobbelaire
10:30 Jon Bolt

Elders Communion
Assistance

August cont.

Aug 30
8:00
10:30

Vince Tennell
Brian Ford

Videographers—

July
Zane Dobbelaire

August
Jim Lonergan

Worship Chairman—

July
Paul Tackmann

August
Brian Fuelberth

Ushers—July

8:00

Jim Lonergan
Scott Stalter
Merle Wiseman

10:30
Brian Ford
Trent Hoover
Brian Umbach

Ushers—August

8:00

Jerry Bohannan
Randy Couch
Steve Kesselmayer

10:30
Ross Gould
Jacob Gould




Special Meetings

Sunday School Teachers

Meeting

will be Sunday, August 16,
after the 10:30 service.
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TREASURER’S
REPORT
May, 2026

'
EA Fipance

May Y-T-D
INCOME 25,635.52  144,801.41
EXPENSES  48.715.17 194.041.77
INCOME—  (23,079.85) (49,240.36)
EXPENSE

General Fund Accounts

Parent — Confirmation
Meeting

There will be a meeting with the par-
ents of confirmation students on Sun-
day, August 23, at 11:30 a.m.

Confirmation class will begin on
Wednesday, August 26, at 4:00 p.m.
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ALY DAY

for Sunday School will be
Sunday, August 23 .
Students will be promoted
to the next grade

Uhureh pienic

The Board of Christian Education is
planning a church picnic/potluck
sometime in September.

Watch future bulletins for more infor-
mation about the picnic.

General Fund 26,265.61
Gen’l Fund CD #1192280 -
General Fund Schwab 200,578.43
General Fund Total 226,844.04
Educational Fund Accounts

Educ. Grant Fund Checking  13,784.49
Ed Grant CD LCMS 715 51,863.96
Ed Grant CD LCMS 717 -
Ed Grant CD Busey 1192280 40,000.00
Ed Grant Fund #2 Vanguard 64.725.13
Educational Fund Total 170,373.58
East Bluff Property

East Bluff Property Vanguard 39,408.59
East Bluff CD LCMS 716 -
East Bluff CD LCMS 714 -
East Bluff Property Checking 100,671.75

Cat Stock at FMV 323.196.03
East Bluff Property Fund 463,276.37
Memorial

Memorial Fund Checking 23,409.62
Memorial Vanguard 96,864.89

Memorial Busey CD 1192299 20.000.00

Memorial Fund Total 140,274.51
Building Fund Checking 33,523.33
Sunday School Fund Checking 9,032.76
TOTAL ASSETS $1.043,324.59
Checking Acct Balance 206,687.56
206,687.56
LIABILITIES
Payroll Liabilities 3,135.36
Misc. LCMS Orgs Fund 469.50
Total Liabilities 3,604.86
Fund Balance
Net Income (Loss) 68,053.61
Capital Accounts 971,666.12
Total Fund Balance 1,039.719.73
TOTAL LIABILITIES &
FUND BALANCE $1,043,324.59

SHUT-INS for the MONTH:
Even though some of our shut-ins can-
not attend church, we want to keep
them in our thoughts and prayers and
let them know they are not forgotten.
Please send a card or pay a visit to
these shut-ins this month.

Shut-ins for July are: Melvin &
Shirley Gentry, 509 N. Ohio Ave.,
Morton, 61550; Darrell & Donna Han-
sen, 100 Santa Maria Ct. and Elaine
Hapke, Elaine is at Bickford Senior
Living on Heartland Dr. in Blooming-
ton) mailing address is 1092 Hershey
Rd., Normal, IL 61761-2521.

Shut ins for August are: Horst Hup-
ke, 1923 Liberty Ct., Pekin; Bob Hurst,
1408 N. 4th. St., Pekin and Dave Justi,
Hallmark Healthcare of Pekin, 2591
Allentown Rd., Pekin.

Thank you from your St. John’s La-
dies Guild.

LIBRARY CORNER
By Eileen Tiona

"For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Je-
sus our Lord."

I haven’t any new books to report on
this month, but you are welcome to
come into the library and check out all
the other wonderful books that are
available for your enjoyment.
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College Students

Parents, we would like the name of
your college student and his or her ad-
dress and the name of the college or
university that your child(ren) will be
attending this coming fall. We would
like to send them the Journal. Thank
you.
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HI-LITES OF ST. JOHN’S VOTERS ASSEMBLY
June 8, 2026

Ross Gould called the meeting to order. A quorum was
present. Pastor Bishop opened with devotions.

The May Parish Report was reviewed. A motion was
made by Cheryl Ivey, seconded by Nancy Drockelman.
Motion carried.

The May meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was
made by Dodie Shecker, seconded by Cheryl Ivey. Motion
carried.

Treasurer’s Report — Rod Bollinger reviewed the May
Treasurer’s Reports. For the month of May expenses ex-
ceeded income by $23,079.66. For the year so far, we are
showing a deficit of $49,240.36. Expenses were on target
for what is budgeted. Giving versus expenses is following
the same trend that was noted at the end of the year. There
were two items on the check register $5,100 for quarterly
insurance and $6,157 for kitchen drain repair that are out of
the ordinary. Check registers exceptional items: Guest Pas-
tor, taxes for east bluff and Ewes, Maquet for plumbing
repairs, Buzard for pipe organ maintenance, Brotherhood
Mutual for property insurance. Motion was made by Nan-
cy Drockelman, seconded by Diane Gould to approve
May’s Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried.

Board of Trustees — Dave Kesselmayer reported that the
utilities have been marked for the sewer backflow valve
installation. The date for this work has not been set yet. In
June the Trustees are finalizing the resume for Sandy’s po-
sition and will be advertising in the bulletin for a new
church secretary. Sandy Ferguson is retiring at the end of
the year. The Trustees are opening the position to mem-
bers first. Ideally, a replacement can be hired so they can
shadow Sandy for several months. Comecast lease has been
renewed for 3 years. 2026 rent is $11,453.63 and will in-
crease to $12,891.16 by 2030. A motion was made by
Dave Kesselmayer, seconded by Dave Drockelman to take
funds for sewer from building fund. Motion carried.

Board of Elders — Dave Drockelman no report.

Board of Finance — Rod Bollinger reported .

Board of Christian Education — Laura Dobbelaire no report.

John Neuman reported for Good Shepherd School. The
board meeting will take place tomorrow night. The board
has a budget that will keep expenses the same this year as
last for all 3 churches. Approximately 300 people attended
the combined church service and following meal at the
school to celebrate the retirement of the school building
debt. Suggestion was made that we do this 1-2 times per
year.

Board of Worship — Diane Gould no report.

Board of Evangelism — Jennifer Kesselmayer reported that
the committee is still working on ways to do outreach with-
in the community.

Board of Stewardship — No report.

Long Range Planning Committee — No report.

Educational Grant Fund Committee — No report.

East Bluff Property Committee — Dave Kesselmayer indi-
cated that Gary Pool and Brock Benson have done a lot of
work to clean up the property.

Constitution By-laws Committee — No report.

Unfinished business — None.

New business — Gary Pool thanked Brock Benson and
Steve Kesselmayer for their help at the cemetery. Ross
Gould indicated that the Elders are continuing to look at
ways to perform mission events. The district Pastors meet-
ing in October will be hosted at St. John’s. We are work-
ing on ways to accommodate their meal needs. New stage
curtain has been ordered. The stage floor will be refin-
ished. Dave Kesselmayer has been repainting the stage
walls.

Ewe’s Treasures has donated $1.9 million to GSLS over 40
years that they have existed. Ewe’s is always in need of
volunteers; they are very flexible as to when you can assist.
Contact Penny Bollinger if you wish to help.

We had a first-time attendee at this meeting. Welcome to
Victoria Hill.

A motion was made by Bob Oliverius, seconded by Diane
Gould to close the meeting. Motion carried.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Ross Gould
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EMAIL ADDRESSES

We are in the process of getting email addresses from all
our members so when we need to pass information on right
away, we can email everyone. Could you please send an
email to stjohnsec(@grics.net so we can add your email to
our list? Thank you.




CHURCH
INFORMATION

As you read the Journal or Directory, please noti-
fy the church secretary of any corrections that
need to be made for addresses, birthday, baptism,
or wedding anniversary lists, etc. If a date is
wrong or somebody has been omitted from some-
thing, we want to get it right. We want to have
all our lists and records fully accurate and as up
to date as possible. Thank you for your help.

You may phone the church office (347-2136)
with your information, send a note in the mail, or
email Sandy at the church office: stjohn-
sec(@grics.net.
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WOMEN IN FAITH - LWML will meet Satur-

day, August 1 at 9:00 a.m. in the church base-
ment. They are collecting items for the Dragon’s

Closet at Pekin Community High School (PCHS).

Dragon’s Closet is a “free” store at PCHS that
provides students experiencing financial hardship
with the necessary items for daily living;. It en-
sures basic needs are met so students can focus
on their education.

Items needed:

Food (easy meals and healthy snacks) - Ramen
noodles, Mac & Cheese microwavable cups, any-
thing that does not require additional ingredients
besides water, peanut butter, jelly, granola bars,
soups, Ravioli (cans), individual crackers, etc.
Hygiene items - shampoo, conditioner, body
wash, hair brushes, deodorant, feminine products,
etc.

There will be boxes on the bench inside the new
addition as well as on the stage.

The Ladies are meeting on Saturday, August 1 to
gather the items to take to the school later that

week.

We appreciate the congregation’s support.

“Did You Know?”

Due to the generosity of the members from ten LCMS congrega-
tions in Peoria, Tazewell and Woodford counties, Peoria Area
Lutherans for Life has been able to distribute 8516 baby diapers
and16,048 baby wipes to four local Christian non-profit entities
that help women who have chosen life for their babies. These
baby supplies are provided at no cost to the mothers who also
receive Christ-centered counseling, parenting classes, and other
loving support from Living Alternatives in Pekin, and Women’s
Care Center, Destiny for Women, and Empower Life Center in
Peoria. In addition to the baby supplies, 854 donated adult gar-
ments were distributed to Aperion Care Center in Morton.
Thanks to all who donated to our Mothers’ Day Diaper Collec-
tion in May and made it possible for us to bless people in Jesus’
name in this way. God bless you for your generosity!
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Aug 17 Teachers Institute
Meet the Teachers 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Aug 18 Teachers Institute
Aug 19  First Day of School (Pre-k dismissed @ 11:00)

(K-8 dismissed @ 11:30)
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IN OUR PRAYERS
If you know of anyone who needs to be added, please let
the church office know.
All our shut-ins
Pastor Niemann Sandy Morgan
Robert Rilea Bob Hurst
Peggy Farlin Debbie Miller
Addie Burling Julie Rilea
Keith Gleason Gabriella Kesselmayer
Kellen Norman Joyce Barnes
Lee Morgan Roy Dagit
John Durdle Bobby Gregory
Megan Gould Marlana Montgomery
Rosetta Turner Pam Woolsey
Don Dobbelaire Bryan McGrath
Jeff Sayles Melvyn Gentry
Tom Lappie Donna Hansen
Cameron Conway Marcille Frevert
Tina Williams Sandy Tennell
Velma Widby Melody Aristy
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After you find all the hidden words the left over letters spell out a
Bible verse reading from the top left tothe bottom right
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John the Baptisﬁ
AHEAD BAPTIST
CROWD BLESSED
CURED CALLING
DANCE CHILDREN
DESERT CLOTHES
DIRGE DRESSED
ELIJVAH FORCEFUL
FLUTE GREATER
JESUS HEAVEN
JOHN KINGDOM
MOURN PALACES
PLAYED PREPARE
RAISED PROPHET
REPORT RECEIVE
RISEN REPLIED
SIGHT SWAYED
SPEAK WILLING
TRUTH WOMEN
WRITTEN
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After you find all the hidden words the left over letters spell out a
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Transfiguration

ASKED APPEARED
ELIJAH BAPTIST
FACE BROTHER
GOOD BRIGHT
HANDS CLOUD
HEAL COMING
JAMES CROWD
JESUS DISCIPLES
JOHN GROUND
JUST MOUNT AIN
KNELT MOSES
LIGHT RAISED
LISTEN RESTORE
LORD SHELTERS
LOVE SUFFER
MERCY TALKING
PETER TEACHERS
SHONE TOUCHED
VOICE WISHED
WATER
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