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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
February 2, 2025

HOLY COMMUNION

TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper,
believing the Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body
and blood, miraculously united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of sins, and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His Word, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love one another, even as He
forgives and loves us.

God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed in this church.
Therefore any who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or are members
of a congregation not in the fellowship of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, and yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly speak with the pastor
ahead of time. (Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-21;
11:17-34)

The Order of the Holy Communion

Bells of St. John’s

Hymn — #351
“Love Divine, All Love Excelling”

Stand
Invocation:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
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The Confession of Sins:
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins

unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

¥: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
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O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner confess
unto Thee all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended
Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But |
am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
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Introit

oppressed,

Psalm 10:16-18; antiphon: Ps. 10:12
Arise, O LoRD; O God, lift up your hand;
forget not the afflicted.
The LORD is king forever and ever;
the nations perish from his land.
O LoRD, you hear the desire of the afflicted;
you will strengthen their heart;
you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the

so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand;
forget not the afflicted.

Gloria Patri
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Glo~1y Dbe totheFa-ther and tothe Son and to theHo - ly Ghost;
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Lord, have mer -~cy wup - on  us. Ohrist, have mer - oy up-
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Lord, - have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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The Gloria in Excelsis
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
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Thou that takest away the sin' of.the world, Te - ceive our prayer.
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The Salutation:
V: The Lord be with you.
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Let us pray.

The Collect for The Day:

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that
in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to
support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10

*Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
>“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
®Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am
only a youth.” "But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’;
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,
and whatever | command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
declares the LORD.”
*Then the LoRD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said
to me,
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.
1%See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

Choir:  “Take My Life and Let It Be” (10:30)

The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13

I will show you a still more excellent way.

Y1 | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if | have prophetic powers, and



understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not love, 1 am nothing. *If | give away all |
have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain
nothing.

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
®or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; bit
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. "Love bears all
thin%s, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. *For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, ‘°but when the perfect comes, the partial
will pass away. "*When | was a child, | spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | gave up childish
ways. *For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now | know
in part; then | shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

330 now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.
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Holy Gospel: Luke 4:31-44

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.

Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord!
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$11Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching
them on the Sabbath, *and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word
possessed authority. **And in the synagogue there was a man who had the
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, %%«Ha! What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? |
know who you are—the Holy One of God.” *But Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown
him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm.

% And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For
with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come
out!” ¥ And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding
region.

¥ And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him
on her behalf. *And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her,
and immediately she rose and began to serve them.

““Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick
with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every
one of them and healed them. **And demons also came out of many, crying,
“You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them
to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

“And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And
the people sou%ht him and came to him, and would have kept him from
leaving them, “*but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the
kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.”
*And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by
the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried;
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And
He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and



the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.
And | believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of
the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Sermon Hymn: 349,v. 1,2,5,7
“Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”

Sermon — “Love, the Lord’s More Excellent Way”
1 Corinthians 12:31; 13:4-8
I. Love is the Lord’s more excellent way.
Il.  Our Lord Jesus always lives in this excellent way, for our forgiveness
and sanctification.

Stand
The Offertory
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The Offering:
Choir:  “Take My Life and Let It Be” (8:00)

Stand
The General Prayer

The Preface

¥: The Lord be with you.
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R: And ‘with  thy spir - it.

B: We lift them .up un - to the ILord.
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V: Let us give thanks unto the lord our God.
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B: It is meet and right so to do.
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting
God. And now do we praise Thee that Thou didst send unto us Thine only-
begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as a man, Thou didst
manifest the fullness of Thy glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious
name, evermore praising Thee and saying:



The Sanctus

Heay'n and earth are full of Thy glo - 1ry; Ho -san - na, Ho-
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san - na, Ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is Ho,
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Bless-ed is He, Bless-ed is He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily
bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil,
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The Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took
bread; and when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His
disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
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After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it;
this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Pax Domini

V: The peace of the Lord be with you alway!
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Communion Distribution
LSB Hymn #706 -- “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and  for-bear-ing, Clothed in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev-er, Faint - ing not  when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.

ml - i -ty Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,

ills at - tend; Love, for-giv-ing and for- giv-en,

() ‘

[l #i [ [ — [ I | I il |
'{‘9 g —— i — ] ! q
P I [ & ~ | i |

J ¢ ’ - ©

May His will in us be done.

Reach - ing  out in char - i - .

Shall en - dure un - il life’s end.

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110001420

Hymn #342 — “Chief of Sinners Though | Be”
Hymn #4009 -- “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”

Stand

The Numc Dimittis
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Glo -1y _be to the Father and
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ginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end.. A-men.
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The Thanksgiving
V: Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1s good.
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We give thanks to Thee, Almighty God, that Thou hast refreshed us through
this salutary gift; and we beseech Thee that of Thy mercy Thou wouldst
strengthen us through the same in faith toward Thee and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth

with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.

V: The Lord be with you.
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V: Bless we the Lord.
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R: Thanks be to God.
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The Benediction
The Lord bless thee and keep thee.
The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace.
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Sit
Closing Hymn —LSB #706 (7:00 p.m. - see page 13)
““Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”

Silent Prayer & Postlude

DAILY READINGS: February 2: Zech. 12:1-13:9; Titus 1:1-2:6; 3: Zech.

14:1-21; Titus 2:7-3:15; 4: Job 1:1-22; John 1:1-18; 5: Job 2:1-3:10; John
1:19-34; 6: Job 3:11-26; John 1:35-51; 7: Job 4:1-21; John 2:1-12; 8: Job
5:1-27; John 2:13-25.
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