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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 21, 2024

HOLY COMMUNION

TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper, believing
the Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body and blood,
miraculously united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for the forgiveness
of sins, and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love one another, even as He forgives and loves us.

God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed in this church.
Therefore any who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or are members of a
congregation not in the fellowship of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and
yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly speak with the pastor ahead of time.
(Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-21; 11:17-34)

THE ORDER OF THE HOLY COMMUNION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Hymn of Invocation #436
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”

Stand

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

(@)

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C Butwith You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life for the sheep.
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life for the sheep.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and
follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.
Sit

First Reading Acts 4:1-12

'As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.
*And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was
already evening. “But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the
number of the men came to about five thousand.

°0n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander,
and all who were of the high-priestly family. “And when they had set them in the
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” ®Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,
%if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man,
by what means this man has been healed, ““let it be known to all of you and to all
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before
you well. **This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which
has become the cornerstone. **And there is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GSLS Choir: “Father Welcomes” (10:30 a..m)

Gradual adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6
Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor,
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1John 3:16-24

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. ’But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide
in him? *8Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

“By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before
him; “for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he
knows everything. ?'Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God; 2and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we



keep his commandments and do what pleases him. ®And this is his
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he has commanded us. “*Whoever keeps his commandments
abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the
Spirit whom he has given us.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 10:11-18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. *He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. **He flees because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep. '*1 am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, 15jus.t as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and I lay down
my life for the sheep. ‘°And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. Y’For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that |

may take it up again. **No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again.
This charge I have received from my Father.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of
the world to come. Amen.

Sit

Hymn of the Day #403
“Savior, Thy Dying Love”

Sermon “Like Jesus, Let Us Love in Deed and Truth”
1 John 3:16-18
I Jesus loved us by voluntary, self-giving action for our good.
1. We are to love one another the same way, in deed and truth.
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Sit



Offering
Choir  “Feed My Lambs; Feed My Sheep” (8:00 a.m.)

Solo “The King of Love My Shepherd” (10:30 a.m.)
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Stand
Lord’s Prayer
Preface Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
P The Lord be with you. come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
C And also with you. bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
P Lift up your hearts. Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
C We lift them to the Lord.
The Words of Our Lord
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise. when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all Me.”
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Pax Domini
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and C Amen.
saying:
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution Hymns
#312 “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Living Bread”
#412 “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfil”
#648 “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You
that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus
A Letus bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn to Depart #412 (7:00 p.m.)
“May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfil”

Daily Readings: April 21: Lev. 8:1-13, 30-36; Luke 9:1-17; 22: Lev. 9:1-24;
Luke 9:18-36; 23: Lev. 10:1-20; Luke 9:37-62; 24: Lev. 16:1-24; Luke 10:1-
22; 25: Lev. 17:1-16; Luke 10:23-42; 26: Lev. 18:1-7, 20-19:8; Luke 11:1-13;
27: Lev. 19:9-18, 26-37; Luke 11:14-36.
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