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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 21, 2024 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper, believing 

the Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body and blood, 

miraculously united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for the forgiveness 

of sins, and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

invites to His table those who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love one another, even as He forgives and loves us. 

     God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed in this church.  

Therefore any who are not yet instructed, who are in doubt, or are members of a 

congregation not in the fellowship of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and 

yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly speak with the pastor ahead of time. 

(Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-21; 11:17-34) 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

THE ORDER OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Hymn of Invocation #20 

 “God of Mercy, God of Grace” 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 

a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

 sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of  

 Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

 name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 

 

Stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

Introit Psalm 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 3 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
 the name of the LORD is to be praised! 

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

 praise the name of the LORD! 

Blessèd be the name of the LORD 

 from this time forth and for-evermore! 

The LORD is high above all nations, 

 and his glory above the heavens! 
He raises the poor from the dust 

 and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes, 

 with the princes of his people. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
 the name of the LORD is to be praised! 

 



Kyrie 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch 

forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

 
1
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 

2
“Arise, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 
3
So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 
4
Jonah 

began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5
And the people of Nineveh believed 

God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 

least of them. . . . 

 
10

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 

relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir “The Lord Is Kind and Merciful”  (10:30) 

 

Gradual  Ps. 117:1-2a; 98:8 

Praise the Lord, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 And the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

Ascribe to the lord the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts!      

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 

 
29

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. 

From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 
30

and 

those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 
31

and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For 

the present form of this world is passing away. 

   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 
14

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, 
15

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 
16

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 

brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
17

And Jesus 

said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
18

And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19

And going on a little farther, 

he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 
20

And immediately he called them, and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day #498 

 “Rise, Thou Light of Gentile Nations” 

 

Sermon: “The Lord’s Mercy Is Kind and Merciful” 
  Jonah 3:10; 4:1-14, 11 

I. The Lord is merciful to people with bad attitudes toward 

unbelievers. 

II. The Lord is merciful to the wicked. 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 Choir    “The Lord Is Kind and Merciful”  (8:00)   

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 

all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 

Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution Hymns: 
#132 “God of God, O Light of Light” 

#512 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” 

#642 “Arise, O God, and Shine” 

 

Stand 
 

 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You 

that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and 

we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart #132  (7:00 p.m.) 
 “God of God, O Light of Light” 

 

 

Daily Readings: January 21: Joel 1:1–20; Rom. 10:1–21; 22: Joel 2:1–17; 

Rom. 11:1–24; 23: Joel 2:18–32; Rom. 11:25–12:13; 24: Joel 3:1–21; Rom. 

12:14–13:14; 25: Zech. 1:1–21; Rom. 14:1–23; 26: Zech. 2:1–3:10; Rom. 15:1–

13; 27: Zech. 4:1–5:11; Rom. 15:14–33.  
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