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PALM SUNDAY/THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
April 2, 2023

HOLY COMMUNION
TO OUR GUESTS AND MEMBERS: We receive the Lord's Supper, believing the
Word of Jesus, that He gives into our mouths His true body and blood, miraculously
united to the bread and wine, to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins, and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table
those who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and
love one another, even as He forgives and loves us.

God's Word teaches us that those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood in
an unworthy manner do so to their great harm, and that this Holy Communion is a
confession of the faith that is confessed in this church. Therefore any who are not yet
instructed, who are in doubt, or are members of a congregation not in the fellowship of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to commune, are asked to kindly
speak with the pastor ahead of time. (Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-28; 1 Cor.
10:16-21; 11:17-34)

The Order of the Holy Communion

Bells of St. John’s

Palm Sunday Gospel: John 12:12-19

Hymn — # 162 “Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty
Invocation:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
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The Confession of Sins:

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father, |, a poor, miserable sinner confess unto
Thee all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended Thee and justly
deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and | pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
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Introit: Ps. 24:7-10; antiphon: Ps. 118:26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?



The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.

Gloria Patri
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer-cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
The Salutation:
The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

Let us pray.

The Collect for The Day:

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we
may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of
His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
“The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that | may know

how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he
awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. °The Lord Gobp has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious; | turned not backward. °I gave my back to those who strike,
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; | hid not my face from disgrace and
spitting. ‘But the Lord Gob helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore |
have set my face like a flint, and | know that | shall not be put to shame.

®He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. °Behold, the Lord Gob helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Choir: ‘Lay Down” (8:00 and 10:30)

“Lay Down” is an anthem that reflects on the crowds who lay down their cloaks on the
road as Jesus was riding into Jerusalem. Because Jesus came to lay down His life for
us, the song invites us to lay down our pride in humble contrition, to lay down our soul
in reverent adoration, and to lay down our all in faithful devotion to our Savior.

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11

®Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, *who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, “but
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. *Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 059 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, *'and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 27:38-66

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

%Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
%9And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads “°and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” *'So also the chief priests, with the scribes and
elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. *He
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘| am the Son of



God.” “*And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same
way.

“*Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.
“®And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *’And some of
the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” “®And one of them at once
ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him
to drink. “°But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
*9And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

>LAnd behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the
earth shook, and the rocks were split. **The tombs also were opened. And many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, >*and coming out of the tombs
after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. >**When the
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was
the Son of God!”

>>There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, *®among whom were Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

>"When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,
who also was a disciple of Jesus. *®He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. **And Joseph took the body and wrapped it
in a clean linen shroud ®and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock.
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. **Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

®Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered before Pilate ®3and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he
was still alive, ‘After three days | will rise.” ®*Therefore order the tomb to be made
secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people,
‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” ®®Pilate
said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” ®So
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

| 4 }
I 1

[
IS ]

|
| |
7 =l
=

The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all



things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried; And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall
come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom
shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And | believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn - 430 My Song Is Love Unknown
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1 My song is love un - known, My  Sav - ior’s love to
2 He came from His blest throne Sal - va - tion to be-
3 Some-times they strew His way And  His sweet prais - es
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and
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me, Love to the love - less shown That they might love - ly
stow; But men made strange, and none The longed - for Christ would
sing; Re-sound-ing all the day Ho - san - nas to their
spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their
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be. Oh, who am I That for my sake
know. But, oh, my friend, My  friend in - deed,
King. Then “Cru - c1 - fy!” Is all  their breath,
sight. Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these
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My  Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
Who  at my  need His life did spend!
And  for His  death They thirst and cry.
Them-selves  dis - please And ’gainst  Him rise.

5 They rise and needs will have 6 In life no house, no home

My dear Lord made away; My Lord on earth might have;

A murderer they save, In death to friendly tomb

The Prince of Life they slay. But what a stranger gave.

Yet cheerful He What may | say?

To suffring goes Heav’'n was His home

That He His foes But mine the tomb

From thence might free. Wherein He lay. (continued next page)



7 Here might | stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
| all my days
Could gladly spend!

Sermon — “Come Down from the Cross?”
Matthew 27:39-42
I. Those who mocked Jesus told Him to come down from the cross.
II. Jesus humbly chose to remain on the cross and die.
[ll. This is why we believe in Him.

Offertory
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The Offering
The General Prayer

The Preface:

The Lord be with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks unto Thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, who on the tree of
the cross didst give salvation unto mankind that, whence death arose, thence life also
might rise again; and that he who by a tree once overcame might likewise by a tree be
overcome, through Christ, our Lord; through whom with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore
praising Thee and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a- oth;
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil;
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The Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and
when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New
Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft
as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Pax Domini

The peace of the Lord be with you always!
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Agnus Dei
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Communion Distribution

Hymn #143, v. 1-5 - “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”
Hymn #153 - “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

Hymn #142 - “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,

which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,

a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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The Thanksgiving
Oh, give thanks unto the lord, for He is good.
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The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

The Benediction

The Lord bless thee and keep thee.

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace.
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Closing Hymn - #153 (7:00 p.m.)
“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

Silent Prayer & Postlude
+SoLl DEO GLORIA +

DAILY READINGS: April 2: Ex. 8:1-32; Heb. 1:1-14; 3: Ex. 9:1-28; Heb. 2:1-18; 4:
Ex. 9:29-10:20; Heb. 3:1-19; 5: Ex. 10:21-11:10; Heb. 4:1-16; 6: Ex. 12:1-28; Heb.
5:1-14; 7: Ex. 12:29-32; 13:1-16; Heb. 6:1-20; 8: Ex. 13:17-14:9; Heb. 7:1-22.

The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book, copyright © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations, including those from Lutheran Service Book,
are from the ESVe Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
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