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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 26, 2023 

 
Christ’s blessings to all!  To our visitors, we rejoice to have you gathered 
together with us in our Lord’s House this day & look forward to having you with 
us again.  If you are searching for a Church home, please introduce yourself 
to Pastor or indicate such with your contact information in the red 
‘Fellowship Booklets’ in each pew. 
 

THE ORDER OF MATINS  
 
+ Prelude 
 
+ Hymn of Invocation #409 
 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”   
 
+ Versicles & Responses – pg. 32  (stand)  
+ The Venite – pg. 33  

 
+ Psalmody Ps. 130  
Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD; 
Lord, hear my voice! 
 Let Your ears be attentive 
 To the voice of my supplications. 
If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, 
 O Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with You. 
 That You may be feared. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
 And in His word I do hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord 
 More than those who watch for the morning. 
 Yes, more than those who watch for the morning. 



O Israel, hope in the LORD; 
 For with the LORD there is mercy 
 And with Him is abundant redemption. 
And He shall redeem Israel 
 From all his iniquities. 
 
+ The Catechism Review – The Ten Commandments  
What is The Ninth Commandment? 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
What does this mean? 
 We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our 
neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears 
right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 
What is The Tenth Commandment? 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
What does this mean? 
 We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our 
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge 
them to stay and do their duty. 
 
+ The Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And 
he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son 
of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”  
 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army.  



  
 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in 
your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I 
will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 
+ The Epistle: Romans 8:1-11 
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 
sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.  
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  
 
+ The Holy Gospel: John 11:1-45   (stand) 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his 
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, 
saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 
 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 



in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because 
the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his 
death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”   

   (continued on insert) 
 
+ Sermon Hymn – #592, v. 1, 3, 5, 6 
 “I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name” 
 
+ Sermon: “True Comfort and Hope in Death” 
 John 11:23-26 

I. The “comfort” man devises in times of death 
II. True comfort and hope from Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life 

 
+ The Offerings 
 Duet: “Be Still, My Soul” 
   (You may follow the text at Hymn 651, v.1, 2, 4.) 

+ The Te Deum Laudamus  
 
+ The Prayers  

 The Kyrie – pg. 39 

 The Lord’s Prayer – pg. 39 

 The Salutation – pg. 40 

 Special Petitions 

 Collect Of The Day 
 Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 
that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 The Collect for Grace – pg. 40 
 

+ The Benedicamus – pg. 40 
+ The Benediction – pg. 40 
 
+ Hymn – #429, v. 3 
 “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 



  
 

 
+ Silent Prayer & Postlude 

 
+ SOLI     DEO    GLORIA + 

 
DAILY READINGS:  March 26: Ex. 1:1–22; Mark 14:12–31; 27: Ex. 2:1–22; 
Mark 14:32–52; 28: Ex. 2:23–3:22; Mark 14:53– 72; 29: Ex. 4:1–18; Mark 15:1–
15; 30: Ex. 4:19–31; Mark 15:16–32; 31: Ex. 5:1–6:1; Mark 15:33–47; April 1: 
Ex. 7:1–25; Mark 16:1–20. 
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