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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

HYMN #341   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
 
INVOCATION AND VERSES 
 

   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

   Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

    Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND PRONOUNCEMENT OF GRACE 

 

   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 

word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 

Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will, and true 

obedience to Thy Word, to the end that, by Thy grace, we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and hath given His 

only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgiveth us all our sins.  To them that believe 

on His name He giveth power to become the sons of God, and hath promised them 

His Holy Spirit.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, 

unto us all. 

Amen. 

 
 
 



INTROIT                       Ps. 134; antiphon: Ps. 33:8 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 

 who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

Lift up your hands to the holy place 

 and bless the LORD! 

May the LORD bless you from Zion, 

 he who made heaven and earth! 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; 

 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
   The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

   Let us pray. 

   Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive 
Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may 
enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
THE CATECHISM REVIEW - The Ten Commandments 
What is the Seventh Commandment? 

 You shall not steal. 

What does this mean? 

 We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or 

possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and 

protect his possessions and income. 

What is the Eighth Commandment? 

 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

What does this mean? 

 We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, 

betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of 

him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:13–18 
 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of 

our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And 

now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the 

test and they escape.’ ” 
 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention 

and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who 

feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of 

hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a 

man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 

between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 

does not serve him.” 

 

Epistle: Colossians 1:13–20 
 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the king-

dom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities— all things were created through him and for him. 
17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head 

of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in every-

thing he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 
Holy Gospel: Luke 23:27–43 
 27There followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were 

mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jeru-

salem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For be-

hold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs 

that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’  31For if they do these things when 

the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the 

people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 



him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King 

of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King 

of the Jews.”  

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed just-

ly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 

dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, The holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN #352    
“O Savior, Precious Savior” 
 

SERMON:   The Son Is Supreme!” 
        Colossians 1:18-20 

I. Jesus Christ is preeminent. 
II. This is because of His deity and His reconciling work. 
III. Let us honor His supremacy. 

 
THE OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast 

me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore 

unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN #657     

“Beautiful Savior” 
 
THE COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
 Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of Thy holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thou has given us in our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God world 
without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
   The Lord bless thee and keep thee.  The Lord make His face shine upon thee and 

be gracious unto thee.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee 

peace. 

Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN #343, v. 1, 2, 5, 7 
 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 
 
 


